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Key Things You Heard

 – The reason we talk about hell is that the Bible talks about hell.

 – Atheist = This life is all there is. No right/wrong. No higher purpose. No higher power.

 – Reincarnation = After you die, you come back; you just don’t realize it.

 – Universalism = All roads lead to God. Everyone ends up in the same place.

 – Annihilationism = Unbelievers will not experience eternity of hell but will be extinguished.

 – Purgatory = A wretched assault on the work of Christ on the cross. His death was not 
enough to purchase our sins.

Pray

Heavenly Father, We talk about hell because your word does. But as believers in Jesus, we 
are grateful that you have redeemed us to eternal life. As we discuss hell, allow us to not just 
take in knowledge. Let our hearts be moved for the lost and grateful for the eternal life Jesus 
offers. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Tweetable Moments

“If Christ died for our sins what are we paying for in purgatory? Did Jesus cover the bill but 
couldn’t afford the tip?
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Questions for Conversation

Icebreaker: If you could audition for a talent show, what song would you pick, and why?

 – Read Mark 10:42-45. What does this scripture reveal about purpose? Clayton said, 
“Atheists believe that this life is all there is.” On the surface, this might seem reasonable 
to some. Take about 8 minutes and watch this RightNow Media presentation on The 
Meaning of Life. (https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/player/video/302125?session=302126) 

 – Read Matthew 25:46. Use a website such as blueletterbible.org and look up the words 
used for eternal, in eternal punishment and in eternal life. What did you learn? What are 
the consequences of knowing this?

 – Read John 3:16 and Matthew 7:13-14. How do these verses dispel the arguments of 
Universalism? (All roads lead to God and eternal bliss.)

 – Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4. Some have been raised in churches that teach about 
purgatory. Based on this scripture, what does believing in purgatory say about Jesus’ work 
on the cross? Would you really want to believe in a Jesus whose work on the cross didn’t 
cover all your sins? Why or why not?

Now Go Do It (resources and next steps)

Challenge: Many times, when we talk about hell, we are consumed with the ugliness of 
what hell is. And rightly so. However, the doctrine of hell also reveals something about the 
character of God that we need to remember and be thankful for. Watch this short video, 
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/151123 on What is the Importance of 
Believing in Hell, by Sandy Willson.
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